/  have  taken  a  solemn  oath  to  preserve  the  Union.'''1 

ABRAHAM    LINCOLN. 


Lincoln  and  the  Constitution 


Lincoln  Centennial  Day  6xercise 

Prepared  for  use  in  public  and  private  schools  on  the  One  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the 
Birthday  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  February  12,  1909, 


By  CHARLES  S.  PARKER,  Arlington,  Mass.,  Patriotic  Instructor  in  Mass.  Dept.  G.  A.  R. 


PROGRAMME 


CHORUS,  "  American  Hymn 


Keller 


INVOCATION. 


Almighty  Father  :  Humbly  we  bow  before  Thee,  our  Creator,  our  Guide,  our 
Preserver.  We  thank  Thee  for  what  faith  makes  real  to  us, — Thine  almighty  power 
that  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth  and  all  things  that  are  therein ;  the  boundless 
love  that  environs  Thy  children  and  moves  them  reverently  to  say  "Our  Father.11  We 
thank  Thee  for  the  noble  men  under  whose  leadership  this  fair  land  was  dedicated  to 
freedom  of  thought,  expression  and  action  ;  to  their  successors  who  have  given  them- 
selves to  solving  grave  problems  arising  from  changing  conditions.  At  this  hour  we 
would  especially  thank  Thee  that,  in  the  time  of  the  country's  dire  peril,  a  man  was 
sent  of  Thee  equal  to  the  emergency.  We  pray,  our  Father,  that  these  evidences  of 
Thy  love  and  goodness  and  these  examples  of  noble  living  and  noble  doing  may  in- 
spire us  all  to  attempt  to  live  unselfishly,  and  to  do  our  duty  as  far  as  in  us  lies  ac- 
cording to  the  precepts  of  Thy  Holy  Word.  And  to  Thee  we  give  all  the  honor  and 
praise,  now  and  evermore.     Amen. 

SINGING,  (any  familiar  patriotic  hymn),  or  "Nearer,  My  God,  to  Thee;" 
"The  Breaking  Waves  Dashed  High  ;"  "Come  Thou,  Almighty  King." 


SALUTE  TO  THE  FLAG,  School  Children 

All  standing,  audience  join  with  children  in  singing  chorus  only  from  "  STAR  SPANGLED  BANNER.  " 

LINCOLN  DAY  PROCLAMATION. 

RECITATION,  "  Abraham  Lincoln,"  Noah  Davis 

Almost  a  hundred  years  ago,  in  a  lonely  hut 

On  the  dark  and  bloody  ground  of  wild  Kentucky, 

A  child  was  horn  to  poverty  and  toil. 

Save  in  the  sweet  prophecy  of  mother's  love, 

None  dreamed  of  future  fame  for  him  ! 

'Mid  deep  privation  and  in  rugged  toil, 

He  grew  unschooled  to  vigorous  vouth. 

His  teaching  was  an  ancient  spelling  book, 

The  Holy  Writ.  "  The  Pilgrim's  Progress,11 

Old  "  Aesop's  F  bles  "  and  the  "  Life  of  Washington  ;" 

And  out  of  these,  stretched  by  the  hearthsome  flame, 

For  lack  of  other  light,  he  garnered  lore 

That  filled  his  soul  with  faith  in  God  ; 

The  Prophet's  fire,  the  Psalmist's  music  deep, 

The  Pilgrim's  zeal  throughout  his  steadfast  march, 

The  love  of  fellow-man  as  taught  by  Christ, 

And  all  the  patriot  faith  and  truth, 

Marked  the  Father  of  our  Land  ! 

And  these,  in  all  his  alter  life,  in  thought 

And  speech  and  act.  resonant  concords  were  in  his  great  soul, 

And  God's  elect,  he  calmly  rose  to  awful  power  ! 

Restored  his  mighty  land  to  smiling  peace ; 

Then,  with  the  martyr  blood  of  his  ovn  life, 

Baptized  the  millions  of  the  free! 

Henceforth  the  ages  hold  his  name  high  writ 

And  deep  on  their  eternal  rolls. 

RECITATION,  "  The  Volunteer  Defenders  of  the  Flag,"         Ingersoll 

"  What  saved  the   Union  was  the  coming  forward  of    the  young  men  of  the  country  in 
response  to  the  call  of  President  Lincoln  to  defend  the  Union  and  its  Flag." — General  Grant. 

"  The  soldiers  of  the  republic  were  not  seekers  after  vulgar  glory.  They  were  not 
animated  by  the  hope  of  plunder  or  the  love  of  conquest.  They  fought  to  preserve 
the  homestead  of  liberty  and  that  their  children  might  have  peace.  They  were  the 
defenders  of  humanity,  the  destroyers  of  predjudice,  the  breakers  of  chains,  and  in  the 
name  of  the  future  they  slew  the  monster  of  their  time.  They  finished  what  the 
soldiers  of  the  revolution  commenced.  They  relighted  the  torch  that  fell  from  their 
august  hands  and  filled  the  world  again  with  light.  They  blotted  from  the  statute 
book  laws  that  had  been  passed  by  hypocrites  at  the  instigation  of  robbers  and  tore 
with  indignant  hands  from  the  constitution  that  which  made  men  the  catchers  of  their 
fellow  men.  They  made  it  possible  for  judges  to  be  just,  for  statesmen  to  be  hu- 
mane, and  for  politicians  to  be  honest.  They  broke  the  shackles  from  the  limbs  of 
slaves,  from  the  souls  of  masters,  and  from  the  northern  brain.  They  kept  our 
country  on  the  map  of  the  world,  and  our  flag  in  heaven.  They  rolled  the  stone 
from  the  sepulchre  of  progress,  and  found  therein  two  angels  clad  in  shining  gar- 
ments— nationality  and  liberty.  Let  us  gratefully  remember  those  who  died  where 
lipless  famine  mocked  at  want;  all  the  maimed  whose  scars  give  modesty  a  tongue; 
all  who  dared  and  gave  to  chance  the  care  and  keeping  of  their  lives ;  all  the  liv- 
ing and  all  the  dead ;  Sherman,  Sheridan,  and  Grant,  the  laureled  soldier  of  the 
world,  and  Lincoln,  whose  loving  life,  like  a  bow  of  peace,  spans  and  arches  all 
the  clouds  of  war." 

SOLO  AND  CHORUS,  "Red,  White  and  Blue." 

EXERCISE  FOR  HIGH  SCHOOLS. 

Consisting  of  three  essays  under  the  general  head  of  Lincoln  and  the  Constitution,  not  to  exceed  800 
words  each,  as  follows  : — 

ist  Essay. — By  what  form  of  government  or  general  laws  did  the  Colonies 
come  together  to  form  the  United  States  of  America? 

2nd  Essay.— Why  were  these  earlier  forms  of  general  government  abandoned 
or  abrogated,  and  the  "Constitution  of  the  United  States"  finally 
substituted. 

3rd  Essay. — What  power  to  preserve  the  Union  was  conferred  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  by  this  new  constitution,  and  how  did 
President  Lincoln  exercise  that  authority ? 

For  other  grades  the  accompanying  exercise  in  colloquial  form  has  been  prepared.  It  may  be  found 
helpful  to  those  writing  essays. 


COLLOQUIAL    EXERCISE, 


Seventh  and  Eighth  Grades 


By  two  pupils  on  stage  or  platform,  or  used  as  a  Responsive  Reading. 


By  what  distinctive  title  will  Abraham 
Lincoln  take  a  place  in  history? 

"Preserver  of  the  United  States  of 
America." 

How  was  dismemberment  of  the  Union 
presented? 

By  armed  forces  on  land  and  on  sea, 
numerous  enough  and  strong  enough 
to  prevent  the  attempt  being  success- 
ful. 

Under  what  le^al  rights  did  Pre3t.  Lin- 
coin  exercise  authority  in  calling  for 
volunteers  to  reinforce  the  U.  S. 
forces  to  prevent  the  withdrawal  of 
States  from   the   Union? 

The  Constitution  of  the  United   States. 

What  was  Prest.  Lincoln's  conception  of 
what    this   Constitution   represented? 

"A  government  of  the  people,  for  the 
people,  and  by  the  people." 

In  defense  of  what  fundamental  princi- 
ple, therefore,  was  the  war  for  the 
suppression  of  armed  rebellion 
fought  ? 

The  right  of  a  legal  majority  to  rule 
in  national  affairs;  the  dictum  that 
the  National  Government  is  and  must 
be  supreme  in  all  pertaining  to  na- 
tional  affairs. 

To  what  supreme  test,  owing  to  exi- 
gencies arising,  was  the  power  of  the 
Constitution  to  preserve  the  Union 
put  ? 

Congress  passed  a  law  authorizing  the 
raising  of  troops  by  requisition  on  the 
several  states,  and  President  Lincoln 
ordered  a  pro  rata  draft  on  the  states, 
enforcing  obedience  by  the  use  of 
U.  S.  troops  where  disorders  resulted. 

"By  whom  was  the  Constitution  framed 
and  in  what  manner  did  it  become 
operative  ? 

:Tt  was  framed  by  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates chosen  for  a  special  purpose  by 
the  several  states,  whose  action  was 
later  confirmed  by  acceptance  of  the 
Constitution  as  the  organic  law  of 
the  country,  by  each  and  all  of  these 
states. 

Where  and  when  was  this  convention 
that  framed  the  Constitution  held? 

The  convention  assembled  at  Philadel- 
phia, Penn..  in  May  1787. 

Were  these  delegates  chosen  to  frame  a 
Constitution  ? 

They  were  not.  They  were  chosen  to 
amend  the  Articles  of  Confederation 
to  conform   to   changed  conditions. 

Then  what  did  this  Convention  of  Dele- 
gates really  do? 

By  an  evolution  that  was  a  peaceable 
revolution  they  made   a   substitution.  * 

What  was  the  nature  of  the  first  bond 
unitini  the  colonies  that  secured  in- 
dependence    from     Great     Britain,     at 


the  time  the  "Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence" was  adopted? 

Delegates  to  a  "Congress,"  composed  of 
representatives  from  the  thirteen 
'"Colonies,"  with  authority  and  discre- 
tion to  meet  and  consult  together  for 
the  common  welfare. 

How  long  did  this  "Congress"  exercise 
control  ? 

To  nearly  the  close  of  the  Revolution- 
ary war. 

What  was  then  substituted,  and  when? 

Articles  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual 
Union,  adopted  by  "Congress"  Nov. 
15,  1777. 

Why  was  there  a  delay  of  nearly  four 
years  ? 

Because  these  "Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion" had  to  receive  the  approval  of 
all  the  states  before  becoming  opera- 
tive. 

When  did  these  "Articles"  become  the 
organic  law  of  the   United  States? 

March  1,  1781,  by  the  approval  of  Mary- 
land on  that  date. 

Why  was  the  present  "Constitution  of 
the  United  States"  substituted  for 
the  "Articles  of  Confederation"? 

Because  these  "Articles"  contained  no 
adequate  provision  for  raising  reve- 
nue to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government;  because  they  failed 
to  provide  for  uniform  postal  regu- 
lation; because  they  did  not  secure 
perpetuity  to  the  Union;  because,  as 
Gov.  Randolph  of  Virginia  said: 
"They  are  destitute  of  every  energy 
which  a  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  ought  to  possess." 

How  had  these  inadequacies  been  dis- 
covered ? 

Through  action  of  several  states  in  as- 
suming prerogatives  belonging  by 
right  solely  to  the  National  Govern- 
ment- 
Did  arguments  advanced  in  later  years 
in  favor  of  the  right  of  a  state  to 
withdraw  from  the  Union,  contain 
any  thing  not  discussed  and  decided 
in  the  negative  at  the  time  the  Con- 
stitution  was   adopted  ? 

They  did  not. 

On  what  were  these  arguments  in  favor 
of  the  right  of  a  state  to  withdraw 
fr~T*i  the  Union  based  ? 

On  the  abrogated  "Articles  of  Confed- 
eration"; on  a  "Bill  of  Rights"  passed 
by  the  State  of  Virginia,  but  never 
recognized  by  her  sister  states. 

What  did  the  adoption  of  the  new  Con- 
stitution (framed  in  1787)  by  the 
several  states  then  comprising  the 
Union  signify? 

The  abandonment  or  surrender  of  all 
rights  as  "sovereign,  free  and  inde- 
pendent states,"  as  the  "Articles  of 
Confederation"    named   them. 


*  Teachers  should  explain  in  simple  terms  the  rather  large  words  used  in  this  paragraph. 

SINGING,   Solo  and  Chorus,  "  Star  Spangled  Banner." 
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FOUR  RECITATIONS   BY   SELECTED  PUPILS. 

SUPREME  AIM  OF  PRESIDENT  LINCOLN 

If  there  be  those  who  would  not  save  the  Union  unless  they  could  at  the  same 
time  save  slavery,  I  do  not  agree  with  them.  If  there  be  those  who  would  not  save 
the  Union  unless  they  could  at  the  same  time  destroy  slavery,  I  do  not  agree  with 
them.  My  paramount  object  is  to  save  the  Union,  and  not  either  to  save  or  destroy 
slavery.  If  I  could  save  the  Union  without  freeing  any  slave,  I  would  do  it — if  I 
could  do  it  by  freeing  all  the  slaves,  I  would  do  it — and  if  I  could  do  it  by  freeing 
some  and  leaving  others  alone,  I  would  also  do  that.  What  I  do  about  slavery  and 
the  colored  race,  I  do  because  I  believe  it  helps  to  save  the  Union,  and  what  I 
forbear,  I  forbear  because  I  do  not  believe  it  would  help  to  save  the  Union.  *  *  * 
Fondly  we  hope — fervently  do  we  pray — that  this  mighty  scourge  of  war  may  speedily 
pass  away.  Yet,  if  God  wills  that  it  continue  until  all  the  wealth  piled  by  the  bonds- 
man's two  hundred  and  fifty  years  of  unrequited  toil  shall  be  sunk,  and  until  every 
drop  of  blood  drawn  with  the  lash  shall  be  paid  with  another  drawn  with  the  sword, 
as  was  said  three  thousand  years  ago,  so  still  it  must  be  said,  "The  judgments  of  the 
Lord  are  true  and  righteous  altogether.'"  With  malice  towards  none,  with  charity 
for  all ;  with  firmness  in  the  right,  as  God  gives  us  to  see  the  right,  let  us  strive  on  to 
finish  the  work  we  are  in  ;  to  bind  up  the  nation's  wounds  ;  to  care  for  him  who  has 
borne  the  battle,  and  for  his  widow,  and  his  orphan — to  do  all  which  may  achieve  a 
just  and  lasting  peace  among  ourselves  and  with  all  nations. 

LINCOLN  THE  MAN  OF  MODERATION. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  a  man  of  moderation,  because  controlled  by  a  great  intel- 
lect and  a  great  heart.  He  would  not  prematurely  make  the  proclamation  his  deeper 
feeling  dictated  should  be  made  and  which  prominent  statesmen  urged  upon  him. 
He  restrained  himself  until  the  great  mass  of  men  loyal  to  the  Union  were  wearied  with 
trying  to  preserve  it  with  what  they  termed  compromise  with  the  Constitution,  and 
when  public  opinion  was  thus  ripe,  he  issued  his  Emancipation  Proclamation,  and 
this  was  the  beginning  of  the  end.  It  was  not  fear  that  withheld  the  proclamation 
until  the  time  was  ripe,  for  he  was  a  man  who  knew  not  fear,  except  the  fear  of  doing 
wrong.  He  was  the  embodiment  of  the  self-denial,  the  courage,  the  hope,  the 
nobilty  of  the  Nation.  He  was  severe  with  himself;  for  that  reason  lenient  with 
others. 

LINCOLN   THE   PROPHET.     Prest.  Wm.  McKiniey, 

Lincoln  was  a  prophet,  called  by  Providence  to  be  the  leading  instrumantility 
in  the  fulfillment  of  his  own  clear  vision.  Before  Seward  had  written  his  "Irre- 
pressible Conflict,"  Lincoln  had  said  "This  country  cannot  continue  half  slave  and 
half  free,11  and  to  him  was  given  the  duty  and  responsibility  of  making  that  great 
classic  of  liberty,  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  no  longer  a  promise  but  a 
glorious  fulnllment. 

Abraham  Lincoln  is  the  true  history  of  the  American  people  of  his  time.  He 
was  the  typical  American,  said  Ralph  Waldo .  Emerson.  Step  by  step  he  walked 
before  them ;  slow  with  their  slowness,  quickening  his  march  with  theirs,  the 
true  representative  of  this  Nation,  stood  a  heroic  figure  in  the  centre  of  a  heroic 
epoch, — an  entirely  public  man,  father  of  his  country,  the  pulse  of  twenty  millions 
throbbing  in  his  heart,  the  thought  of  their  minds  articulated  by  his  tongue. 

LINCOLN  THE  MASTERFUL  MIND.    Rev.  Dr.  Newman. 

The  glory  of  Abraham  Lincoln  is  a  masterful  mind  forever  loyal  to  the  majes- 
ty and  power  of  a  great  thought.  That  great  thought  was  the  supremacy  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  loyalty  to  which  is  the  first  and  last  duty  of  an 
American  citizen,  higher  than  all  considerations  and  superior  to  all  sectional  inter- 
ests. Like  enchantment  it  lured  him  to  duty.  To  maintain  the  supreme  authority 
of  the  Constitution  over  every  citizen  and  over  every  inch  of  our  national  domain 
was  the  larger  purpose  of  all  his  state  papers,  of  every  act  of  his  administration, 
and  of  the  war  measures  he  approved. 

He  knew,  as  no  other  man  did,  as  cabinets  and  congresses  did  not  know, 
the  sentiments  and  feelings  of  the  plain  people  of  the  Northern  States,  said  Chaun- 
cey  M.  Depew.  He  knew  that  they  loved,  beyond  everything  else,  the  Union,  and 
he  would  move  only  so  fast  as,  over  the  electric  currents  which  connected  his 
heart  and  brain  with  every  fireside  in  the  land,  came  the  tidings  that  they  were 
ready  for  another  advance  along  the  lines  of  revolutionary  action  which  would 
preserve  the  Union. 

CHORUS,  "  Our  Dear  Land,  America,"  -Mk  Maryland 

Come,  freemen,  join  in  joyful  song,  In  distant  lands  where  non^pre  free, 

Happy  land,  America!  Freedom's  land,  America  ! 

With  heart  and  voice  the  strain  prolong,  Their  longing  eyes  are  turned  to  thee, 

Happy  land,  America  !  Freedom's  larfd,  America  ! 

Where  hope  and  love  and  virtue  reign,  Where  liberty,  a  beacon  light, 

And  happy  homes  their  joys  proclaim,  A  star  of  hope  in  sorrow's  night, 

While  children  bless  thy  honored  name,  With  equal  laws  and  equal  rights, 
Happy  land,  America  !  Freedom's  land,  America! 

ADDRESS,  AMERICA,  by  audience 

(Benediction) 


